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Urban Love Poem Poetry Contest
To mark our 20th anniversary edition, Hong Kong International Literary Festival is running a poetry writing
contest for secondary students, together with local poets and the Writing-Plus creative writing initiative
at EdUHK. Wi h efe ence
e Ma il n Chin Urban Love Poem, we invite young writers to compose
their own urban love poems, to Hong Kong or another city that inspires them.

You can find resources to help students write their poems on our website:
1.
2.
3.
4.

An online workshop (and workshop outline) by Hong Kong poet Marco Yan
A writing prompt by Marco Yan
A teaching pack by Writing-Plus to supplement the workshop
A reading by Marilyn Chin of Urban Love Poem is forthcoming!

How to Enter
Teachers can use the workshop, writing prompt and teaching pack to support students to
compose their own poems and enter the contest.
Schools also have the option of engaging our local poets, Tim Tim Cheng or Collier Nogues, to run
a private online workshop for groups of up to 30 students
The contest dates are from 15 September to 16 October 2020.
After pre-screening the poems will be judged by Jennifer Wong S1 to S3 (grades 7 to 9) and S4 to
S6 (Grades 10 to 12): Marilyn Chin,
Winners will be announced during the literary festival 5-15 November.
Winne
ill be in i ed
an a a d ce em n a a
f he fe i al cl ing nigh e en n
Sunday 15 November and will be invited to read their winning poems. They can choose to attend
in person or online.

Contest Guidelines
Poems can be up to 30 lines long.
One entry per person.
Submit entries as a word doc or PDF incl ding den name age and ch l
Email entries to info@festival.org.hk with the subject line URBAN LOVE POEM CONTEST.
Students can submit individually, or schools can submit on their behalf.
Entries must be received by midnight on Friday 16 October, 2020. No entries received after this
date will be considered.
3 prize winners in each age group will be awarded a voucher for HKILF partner bookshop,
Bookazine, and invited to read their poems at HKILFs closing event on Sunday 15 November,
2020.
Any queries can be directed to Events Assistant Crystal Lau at 2877 9770 or at
crystal.lau@festival.org.hk
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Urban Love Poem Poetry Contest Workshops
Writing+ has commissioned Hong Kong poets to write their own Urban Love Poems, and these
poets will also be judging the school poetry contest. As part of the Urban Love Poem Initiative,
you can book one of these poets to run a 60 or 90 minute workshop with groups of up to 30
students. The workshop will build on the online workshop and writing prompt and provide
hands-on direction and support for students to create their own urban love poems.
Poet Name: Collier Nogues
Workshop: Urban Love Poems

Age Group: All

Pa ic la l Collie
o k ho ill foc on image and me a ho hel ing den
express their abstract ideas and feelings with compelling, fresh, concrete images.

Dates

(THURS)
17 SEPT

(FRI)
18 SEPT

(MON)
21 SEPT

(TUES)
22 SEPT

(THURS)
24 SEPT

(FRI)
25 SEPT

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Availability
(9AM-2PM)

Author Name: Tim Tim Cheng
Workshop: Urban Love Poems

Age Group: 12-19

Born and raised in Hong Kong with a degree in English Language Education, Tim Tim has
taught a diverse range of students from local secondary schools for more than 5 years. Tim
Tim believes that students of any language level can express their feelings and daily
observations in the form of poetry.

Dates

Availability

(MON)
21
SEPT
✓

(TUES ) (THURS)
22 SEPT 24 SEPT
✓

✓

(MON)
28
SEPT

(MON)
5 OCT

(TUES)
6 OCT

✓

✓

✓

(MON) (TUES)
12 OCT
13
OCT
✓

✓

(all day)

Hong Kong International Literary Festival www.festival.org.hk
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KELLY YANG
Author Name: Kelly Yang
Video: Kell Yang s A hor Visi

ideo

Age Group: All

Price: The full video is priced at HK$1,200. Government and aided schools can fill out the
School Subsidy Scheme application to obtain the video for free.
If your students loved Kelly Yang's Parachutes and Front Desk, don't miss this special offer
that Kelly is making available to Hong Kong schools via HKILF. Kelly's latest novel is Three
Keys, the sequel to Front Desk, which continues the story of Mia and her family and friends
at the Calivista Motel. Kelly made this 45 minute video especially for students, loaded with
writing advice and tips -- it is funny, moving, and kid friendly! The best part is your school
can show it to as many grades as you want and can even use it for years! Here is a sneak
peek: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9q9FfmA35Bs.
Tech Requirements: A computer, a projector and a screen for the movie

Dates

(THURS)
5 Nov

(FRI)
6 NOV

(MON)
9 NOV

(TUES)
10 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13
NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

(all day)
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AN YU (ANNA KO)
Author Name: An Yu

Format: Live or
online

Workshop: Creating Complex Characters

Age Group: 13+

Characters in books are like people we meet - they have lives beyond what we see. In this
workshop, we will discuss ways to create characters so that they feel complex, interesting,
and real. We will work through some different exercises to dig beneath the surface and find
richness in the lives of our characters. Students should come with pen and paper.

Workshop: Think Differently, Write Daringly

Age Group: 13+

Write a scene. Now, write it again, but differently. Do it one more time. There are infinite
ways to write a scene and they can be drastically different from one another. In this
workshop, students will be given exercises that encourage them to venture out of their
comfort zones and write in different genres and perspectives. We will draw from their own
experiences and turn events from their lives into fiction. Oftentimes, changing one little
thing will change a story entirely!
Tech Requirements: A whiteboard to write on.

Dates

(THURS)
5 NOV

(FRI)
6 NOV

(MON)
9 NOV

(TUES )
10 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13 NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

(after 10am)
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HANNAH LUCINDA SMITH
Author Name: Hannah Lucinda Smith

Format: Online only

Workshop: How To Be A Journalist When Journalism Is Under
Age Group: 16+
Attack
In an age of rising populism, how can journalists hold authoritarian governments to account
and stay safe while doing so? Hannah Lucinda Smith, author of Erdogan Rising, has been
The Times correspondent in Turkey and Syria for nearly a decade, and has reported on
popular protests, civil wars and political repression. Turkey is the world's biggest jailer of
journalists, and President Erdogan has launched an escalating crackdown on free speech.
In this workshop, Hannah explains how to weigh the risks of reporting in repressive
environments, how to dig beneath the surface of secretive governments - and why it is vital
that professional journalists continue to report in these countries.
Tech Requirements: Hannah will prepare a slideshow.

Dates

(THURS)
5 NOV

(FRI)
6 NOV

(MON)
9 NOV

(TUES )
10 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13 NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

(11am – 2pm)

Hong Kong International Literary Festival www.festival.org.hk
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KAITLIN CHAN
Author Name: Kaitlin Chan

Format: Live or
online

Talk: Comic Journalism and Interviewing Skills

Age Group: 15-19

Drawing upon her experiences as a professional comics fellow interviewing LGBTQ+ queer
e le i Tai ei a d H g K g hi alk ill c e Kai li
ce
f h c ic ca be
a powerful medium for visual storytelling and creating empathy through combining words
and images to tell real people's stories, on the ground. The pages excerpted from her
presentation are from her forthcoming memoir from Abrams ComicArts (2022).
Regarding her previous experience and training, she has previously presented on this topic
at Zi Space Taipei in 2020 and at Flux Factory in New York in 2019. She will also cover her
experiences interviewing Hong Kong artists for the independent magazine Still/Loud, and
how to work effectively with interviewees in the cultural field.
Workshop: Mindfulness Through Zines

Age Group: 13-19

This workshop will engage students to notice the world around them with more curiosity
and calmness amidst their busy lives and demands on their time. Living in Hong Kong, it is
very easy to fill up one's times with "doing" at all times, and leave little time for mindfulness
and relaxation. The process of filling the zine (mini-magazine) with drawings and words of
small moments of joy or beauty the students remember or notice can serve as a reminder
of how to slow down and cherish life. Kaitlin has previously taught a workshop with the
Hong Kong Photography Festival in 2019 on a similar talk.
Tech Requirements: F Kai li
alk he
need audio), amplifying microphone.

ill eed a computer for her PowerPoint (no

F Kai li
kh
he ill eed -3 sheets of plain blank printer paper per student,
coloured markers, crayons and pencils, scissors, and glue sticks.

Dates
Availability

(THURS)
5 NOV

(FRI)
6 NOV

(MON)
9 NOV

✓

✓

(TUES )
10 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13 NOV

✓

(10 am – 4 pm)
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KAROLINE KAN
Author Name: Karoline Kan

Format: Online only

Talk: The Power of Oral Histories and Personal Essays

Age Group: 12+

Karoline will talk about how to start writing by searching for beautiful stories around us -our grandparents, our neighbours, a villager you met during a trip, or even yourself.
Karoline will use some of her first published essays, and a few other writers' essays as
examples to show the students why everyone can become a writer and why oral histories
and personal essays are really powerful to resonate with readers.

Dates

(MON)
9 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13 NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

✓

(all day)

Hong Kong International Literary Festival www.festival.org.hk
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SI’AN CHEN
Author Name: Si an Chen

Format: Live or online

Workshop: How to Write Your Own Play?

Age Group: 10-16

We all have our own stories in our hearts, sometimes they are written as fiction, sometimes
they are written as poetry, sometimes they are written as plays. So, what is the difference
between turning a story into a fiction story and a play? How should we turn the story in our
hearts into a play? Is drama just a conversation, or can it be something freer and magical and
poetic? Let us explore these interesting questions in this workshop.

Tech Requirements: Students are required to prepare five sheets of white A4 paper, one
black and one red signature pen or colour pen in advance.

Dates

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13 NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

(2 PM 5 PM)

Hong Kong International Literary Festival www.festival.org.hk

17

18

SPILL STORIES
Author Name: Tiffany Huang, Lois Orekoya
Workshop: Creative Writing Short Story A New Person

Age Group: 10+,
moderate English level

Format: Live or online
This workshop is an opportunity for kids to learn more about how to write a short story in
a creative way for fun. They will see short stories as a way to express themselves and what
he e hi ki g h
he ie he
ld
The topic of this workshop is to write about mee i g me e
e e e met before.
Tiffany and Lois will give students a description of this person - someone who is their age,
and they will prompt them with different questions they can think of as they write.
The hope is that students would be able to write creatively and express themselves in new
ways, and that they can understand more of how they view people who look different from
them. Students will learn that we all have the same emotions, the same ups and downs,
and therefore we should all be treated equally and seen equally.
Tiffany and Lois want them to be a bit creative in thinking deeper about how they interact
ih h e h d
l k like hem e eciall Af ica
S h Ea A ia
h ha e
distinct cultural backgrounds) and how we are all actually the same.
Tech Requirements: Tiffany and Lois will need basic access to classroom materials (eg
computer) to present a PowerPoint. The students will need paper and pens (or laptops if
ha a ailable) and space to present as they will be broken up into groups.

Dates

(MON)
9 NOV

(TUES )
10 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

(all day)

Hong Kong International Literary Festival www.festival.org.hk
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DOVE TALES THEATRE COMPANY
Founders: Nathan Koval, Ben Margalith

Format: Live or online

Price: $1,200
Workshop: Script Writing for Drama

Age Group: 10-18

Have you ever wanted to write your own play? Do you have a story to tell? Let your
imagination fly with this exciting workshop! Get ready to learn how to write your very own
script from a genuine professional playwright. In this workshop students will learn how to
structure a story, create dynamic characters and how to bring their story to the stage.

Workshop: Creating Characters

Age Group: 8-18

In this workshop we will bring to life some of your favourite characters from stories you
have read. Using the different texts and different movement styles, we will explore the
process of taking a character from the page and onto the stage. Students will learn how to
find clues in the text, use their body and voice and find their character motivation to bring
their characters to life.

Workshop: Performing Shakespeare

Age Group: 10-18, higher English
ability recommended
Friends, performers, thespians, lend me your ears! This year, Nathan and Ben will be
bringing Shakespeare's words to life in an exciting workshop. Students will learn how to
perform these classical stories while mastering skills such as giving and receiving
constructive feedback, engaging in critical thinking and gaining confidence with public
peaking All he orld a age o come and ep in o he po ligh
Additional requirements: They ask, if possible, for the workshops to take place in a large
room where the students can move around. The school hall or multipurpose rooms are
great if they are available. If not, a classroom will work.

Dates

(THURS)
5 NOV

(FRI)
6 NOV

(TUES )
10 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13 NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

(9 am – 1 pm)
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TOURING SCHOOL SHOWS by DOVE TALES THEATRE
D e Tale Thea e C m an i H ng K ng
emie child en hea e c m an The
specialize in drama workshops, small and large-scale school productions, and performing
English language musicals and dramas for students of all ages and levels. Through their drama
workshops, their main goal is to help the students build life skills such as confidence,
teamwork, problem solving, and empathy through drama. They strive to create an
environment where the students are encouraged to take risks and understand the best way
to grow as a person is to make mistakes. All their touring school shows are highly interactive
and flexible depending on the English level of the audience.
Actor Name: Dove Tales Theatre Company Format: Live
Price: $12,000 for independent schools, $8,000 for fully government funded schools.
Touring shows: Romeo and Juliet, Beauty and the Beast and The Odyssey
Each of the shows are 50-60 minutes long and are highly interactive and are followed by a
15-minute Q&A session if the school wants it. They provide the school with a digital
educational packet as well as student volunteer scripts for a few students to join us on stage
for a short scene. They will need to arrive at the school about 1.5 hours before the
performance to set up everything.
There is no limit to the number of students that can watch the performance. If schools are
worried about social distancing, there are a few options they have done in the past. One
option is to have a small group in the hall watching the performance while the rest of the
students watch the performance via live stream in their classrooms. The school would need
to set up a camera for this option. Another option is for us to provide a fully online
performance for the school followed by a Q&A session on Zoom with the actors.

Dates

(THURS)
5 NOV

(FRI)
6 NOV

(TUES )
10 NOV

(WED)
11 NOV

(THURS)
12 NOV

(FRI)
13 NOV

Availability

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

(9 am – 1 pm)
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Booking Form
Please send us the completed form via email at crystal.lau@festival.org.hk. You will receive confirmation of your
booking within 5 working days of receipt of this booking form.
Please note:
• We prioritize schools who show significant interest and offer larger audience numbers for our authors.
• For online platforms, tickets are priced at HK$40 per student for talks and HK$80 per student for workshops.
For live events, tickets are priced at HK$50 per student for talks and HK$100 per student for workshops.
• Talks are 1 hour long, and workshops are 1.5 hours long.
• The Festival reserves the right to change the programme, including the sessions for which booking has been
confirmed. Once your booking is confirmed, payment should be received within 2 weeks or your reserved
seats may be released.
• Please submit your form by October 16th 2020.
Name and title of contact person:
Name of school:
School address:
Email:

Contact no:
Event Name

Preferred date
and time

Author

No. of
students

Age of
students

Total cost
(HKD)

Total
If the event has to be moved online due to restrictions in place then, would you still be interested in booking the
talk/workshop?
□ Yes □ No

Signature and chop

Date

Hong Kong International Literary Festival 2020
Hong Kong International Literary Festival www.festival.org.hk
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Application for School Subsidy Scheme
All government and aided schools are eligible for the School Subsidy Scheme. The scheme serves to
encourage the participation of government and aided schools committed to promoting English and nurturing
a love of reading in our Schools Programme.
The Festival reserves the right of final decision for the amount of subsidy.
School name:

District:

Contact Person:

Position:

Email:

Phone:

School type:
1.

□ Secondary School

□ Primary School

2.

□ Aided

□ Government

□ Direct Subsidy

1. How did you hear about the Festival and our Schools Programme?
□ Festival website □ Friends/Teachers □ Promotional materials
□ Newspapers □ E-newsletters □ Other (please specify) ______________
2. At your school, how many subjects use English as a medium of instruction?
____ out of a total of ____
3. Is English a foreign language for most of your students?
□ Yes □ No
4. What is the approximate pass rate of your students in English language exams (e.g. HKDSE, TSA, GCSE etc.)?
_____________________________________________________________________________
5. Does your school organise or participate in any activities/programmes that promote the
learning and use of English (e.g. book clubs, creative writing clubs etc.)?
□ Yes □ No
If yes, please elaborate: _________________________________________________________
Thank you for showing interest in our Schools Programme!
Please send us the completed form via email at crystal.lau@festival.org.hk. The result of this application will be advised
together with the booking status.
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